The Reign of Terror
terrorized into loyalty, twelve prominent men were ordered
to be carried there and executed on the very spot on the
sands, half a mile west of the town, beyond the Cobb, where
Monmouth had landed. Among these was Colonel or Major
Holmes, an old confidant of Cromwell. He had fought with
Monmouth and lost his arm and his son had been killed at
Sedgemoor. He went to London and James seems to have
given him promise of his life, but later he was sent back to
Dorchester to inform, as he thought, the Lord Chief Justice
" who was most criminal and who most deserved mercy."
This may have been a subtle jest on the part of James,
or merely a subterfuge to get the old man to go to his
doom voluntarily. Jeffreys had him placed at the Bar and
sentenced him to be hanged at Lyme.
The case of young Christopher Battiscomb, whose estate
lay between Dorchester and Lyme, was a sad one. He was
a Temple student at the time of Lord Russell's business and
was seized in London and consigned to Dorchester jail, where
he was lying at the time of Monmouth's landing. He must
have escaped, if, as is said, he was in the rout at Sedgemoor,
and was caught in Devonshire and returned to his prison.
He is described as a young man of great charm of manner,
and earnest in his religious and political principles, which he
had the hardihood to defend in Jeffreys5 presence, who railed
at him with great barbarity and such excess of rage that he
" was observed almost to foam at the mouth." He met his
death with great cheerfulness, and as the cart carried him
past his old home on his journey to Lyme he cried out:
" Farewell, temporal inheritance, I am now going to my
heavenly eternal one." Such was the zeal and earnestness
of these youths in the defence of their religion.
Before he left Dorchester Jeffreys had Battiscomb brought
to his lodgings and made him offers of his life if he would
betray some of his neighbours, but this he resolutely refused
to do. Many Dorchester ladies of good family pleaded for
his reprieve, and one young lady is said to have found her
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